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Investigation on the incidence of behavioral problems and social competence characteristics
of children and adolescents aged 6 ~ 16 in Zhenjiang
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[Abstract] Objective To investigate the incidence of behavioral problems and social competence of 6 ~ 16 years old children
and adolescents in Zhenjiang city Jiangsu province so as to provide references for establishing related healthy policies and improving
the mental health of children and adolescents. Methods 8 998 children and adolescents of 12 primary and secondary schools were
selected as the research subjects. Achenhachs Child Behavior Checklist ( CBCL) was used to investigate the social competence and
behavioral problems. Results Among the 6 576 children and adolescents who completed the survey there were 1 392 people had
behavioral problems. The detection rate was 21.17%. Among them incidence in the rural areas were higher than the cities (y* =9. 22
P =0.002) as well as girls were higher than boys (* =15.04 P =0.001) . The scores of social competences of urban children and
adolescents were higher than those of rural children and adolescents ( P < 0.01) . Girls aged 6 ~ 11 had higher scores in social
competence than hoys ( P <0.01) . Conclusion A considerable proportion of children and adolescents aged 6 ~ 16 in Zhenjiang city
have behavioral problems. Behavior problems of rural children and adolescents are more prominent. Rural children and adolescents are
weaker in social skills such as activities social interaction and learning.
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