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Investigation of character strengths and virtues in impoverished college students

Guo Wen Zhao Wen Luo Yan
( Southwest University of Science and Technology Mianyang 621010 China)

[Abstract] Objective Comparing the differences of character strengths and virtues between impoverished college students with
non —impoverished college students in order to learn the feature of impoverished college students’ character strengths and virtues. Methods A
total of 359 sophomore students selected by stratified random sampling method from a university in Sichuan province were surveyed
using the Values in Action Inventory of Strengths ( VIA — IS) . Finally 352 effective questionnaires were collected of whom 98
impoverished college students while 254 non — impoverished college students. Results Compared with the non —impoverished students
impoverished students had lower score in emotional intelligence(t = —2.25 P =0.025) and optimism(¢= —-2.11 P =0.035)
otherwise they had higher score in love(7=1.97 P =0.049) and responsibility(# =2. 12 P =0.035) of 24 strengths. The score of
temperance in impoverished students was higher than non — impoverished students(¢ =2.04 P =0.043) of 6 virtues. Conclusion Compared with
the non — impoverished students impoverished college students have different performance in character strengths and virtues which is
worse in emotional intelligence and optimism while better in love responsibility and temperance.
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