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[Abstract]

Over the past few decades, suicide research in China has undergone profound changes, with its findings

developing from small to large scales and with research teams transiting from novice to seasoned professional. During the same period,

the suicide rate of the China’s population on the mainland has experienced rapid switching from high to low, and theories have

emerged to explain the changes in suicide and suicide rate. This paper summarized the historical development and current status of

suicide research in China in recent decades, and expounded the reasons for the sharp decline of the suicide rate in mainland China

from the economic and cultural aspects, and used Strain Theory of Suicide to systematically explain the changes in suicide and the rate.
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Figure 1  The number of literatures on suicide research in China

included in Web of Science from 1970 to 2019
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Table 1 Data of distribution of suicide rates on age, sex and region in China from 1987 to 1994

AA%E
44 5
5~14% 15~24 % 25~34 % 35~44 % 45~54 % 55~64 % 65~74 % >75 %
AHF T 1.07 20. 95 21.75 23.12 28.02 48.37 88. 12 134. 15
A Lotk 1.05 42.53 35.37 28.82 31.02 43.15 67.12 93.85
W Bk 0. 60 6.12 7.23 8.23 8. 88 12.52 25.70 51.75
itk 0.57 11.23 8.85 8.53 9.43 13.25 23.98 45.75
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Figure 2 Distribution of suicide rates on age, sex and region

in China from 1987 to 1994
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Figure 3 Distribution of suicide rates on age, sex and region

in China from 2005 to 2014
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